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DON’T MISS BESTSELLING 
AUTHOR, ALICE HOFFMAN!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
FOR ALL THE UPCOMING 
JBM EVENTS!

FOR RESERVATIONS, 
GO TO JCCNS.ORG OR 
CALL 781-476-9909

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
7:00PM AT TEMPLE SINAI

Meet Alice Hoffman, the prolifi c 
New York Times best-selling 
author of over thirty books 
including The Dovekeepers, 
the story of the siege and 
survivors of Masada. Along with 
discussing her other novels, 
Hoffman will introduce her 
latest book, The Rules of Magic, 
a prequel to Practical Magic, 
adapted into a popular fi lm 
starring Sandra Bullock and 
Nicole Kidman.

THIS EVENT IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED 
BY SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 6:00 PM - GIRLS NIGHT OUT featuring 
Grocery Makeover: Small Changes for Big Results 
by Julie Feldman.
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 - Let There Be Laughter by Michael Krasny
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 -The Rules of Magic by Alice Hoffman 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 - Jewish Justices of the Supreme 
Court: From Brandeis to Kagan by David G. Dalin
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9 - Local Authors Night including:
• Man of the Year by Lou Cove
• Reclaiming the Feminist Vision by Janet L. Freedman
• Seven Times Seven by Susana Lannik and Sharon Rich
• Untying Parent Anxiety by Lisa Sugarman
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 - Letter on the Wind, by Sarah Lamstein

TONIGHT!

THIS 
SUNDAY!
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SWAMPSCOTT – Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin was particu-
larly fired up during his 2016 Kol 
Nidre sermon at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam. The topic was 
anti-Semitism on college cam-
puses, an issue he said “Gets me 
in the kishkes. It was in college 
that my Jewish identity solidi-
fied and set me on my trajec-
tory. I don’t know that I would 
have grown in the same way if 
I had been under attack simply 
for being Jewish.”

That sermon generated inter-
est and launched the Campus 
Anti-Semitism Task Force of the 
North Shore. Its mission is to 
promote awareness of campus 
anti-Semitism; to educate teens 
on how to deal with situations 
they may encounter; and to 
empower students to advocate 
for themselves and others.

Task force participants 
include members of Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott, Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead, unaf-
filiated families, and Marty 
Schneer, executive director of 
the Jewish Community Center 
of the North Shore.

“The issue of campus anti-
Semitism is not the sole domin-
ion of a single individual or 
shul,” Rabbi Ragozin said. “We 
must all work together to put an 
end to the hate, lies, disinforma-
tion, and intimidation on col-
lege campuses.”  

On Sunday, Oct. 29, the task 

force will sponsor its fall event, 
“What’s Up at College,” a panel 
discussion about Jewish life 
on campus geared to parents 
and teens. The panel includes 
current college students, pro-
fessionals and alumni. It will 
take place from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
at Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
55 Atlantic Ave., in Swampscott. 
Rabbi Ragozin will moderate.

“I hope teens and their par-
ents will leave feeling empow-
ered,” said Arinne Braverman, 
one of the panelists and the 
former executive director of 
Northeastern University Hillel. 
She will provide information 
about how the State Department 
defines an anti-Semitic act and 
will address the active role stu-
dents and their families can play 
by participating in community 
responses to campus incidents. 

Two alumni of the Epstein 
Hillel School in Marblehead, 
Dylann Cooper, a senior at 
Roger Williams College, and 
Zach Shwartz, a graduate of 
Boston University, will be joined 
on the panel by Tufts University 

sophomores Madeline Blondy 
and Rachel Wulf. 

Last April on the night before 
Passover, members of the Tufts 
Community Union Senate 
passed a divestment resolution 
that accused Israel of being an 
apartheid regime and endorsed 
the BDS (Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions) Movement.

Similar issues are arising 
widely and more frequently, 
according to Kenneth L. Marcus, 
president and general counsel 
of the Louis D. Brandeis Center 
for Human Rights Under Law in 
Washington, D.C., and author 
of “The Definition of Anti-
Semitism” and “Jewish Identity 
and Civil Rights in America.” 

“We’re seeing four important 
trends lately,” he said. “First, 
alt-right activity is substantially 

increasing. Second, left wing 
anti-Zionist activity continues 
to surge. Third, in the current 
environment, anti-Zionist activ-
ity tends to merge with other 
campus protest activity, such 
as anti-Trump, anti-fascist, and 
Black Lives Matter. Finally, cam-
pus anti-Semitism continues to 
spread throughout the coun-
try, no longer focused on a few 
states or regions.

“Campus anti-Semitism is 
becoming more complex and 
pervasive,” Marcus said. 

Nationwide, there have been 
457 incidents so far in 2017, 
including 27 in Massachusetts, 
according to the AMCHA 
Initiative, a California-based 
nonprofit that tracks anti-
Semitic acts at institutions of 
higher learning (amchainitia-

tive.org).
Nonetheless, Marcus is 

heartened that the Jewish com-
munity is becoming more aware 
of the problem and is ready to 
take action. “There are now 
increasing numbers of Jewish, 
pro-Israel, and counter anti-
Semitism events at many col-
leges,” he said. “While it is true 
some problems are worsening, 
it is also true that we are getting 
stronger and better able to fight 
them.”  

Jahna Gregory, a North 
Shore task force member and 
Marblehead mother of three, is 
pleased the group is fulfilling its 
mission of awareness, educa-
tion, and advocacy. At its next 
event, the task force will invite 
Braverman to lead a one-day 
workshop of tools and strategies 
for dealing with campus anti-
Semitism that she developed 
while at Northeastern. 

“It is important that the 
Jewish community not isolate 
ourselves after anti-Semitic 
incidents and that we send an 
unambiguous message to our 
Jewish young adults that they 
should never allow themselves 
to be intimidated into silence 
or hiding their Judaism,” said 
Braverman. 

“As Elie Wiesel said, ‘Silence 
encourages the tormentor, never 
the tormented.’”  

For more information, email 
Marylou@shirathayam.org, call 
781-599-8005, or visit bit.ly/
CASTF-NS.

North Shore task force holding forum  
to address anti-Semitism on college campuses

“Campus anti-Semitism is becoming more complex and pervasive,” 
says Kenneth L. Marcus.

“We must all work 
together to put an 

end to the hate, lies, 
disinformation, and 

intimidation on college 
campuses.” 

– Rabbi Michael Ragozin


