
LDB Explains the New Anti-Semitism

Washington, D.C., January 8, 2016: Louis D. Brandeis Center President Kenneth L.
Marcus has contributed important scholarship on “The Ideology of the New Anti-
Semitism” to Indiana University scholar Alvin Rosenfeld’s landmark new edited volume,
Deciphering the New Antisemitism. Founded in 2011, The Brandeis Center (LDB) is a
Washington, D.C., based civil rights organization that combats anti-Semitism in higher
education through research, education, and legal advocacy. The publication of “The
Ideology of the New Anti-Semitism” continues LDB’s substantial recent production of
scholarly research to illuminate the nature and scope of the new anti-Semitism.

The editor of Deciphering the New Anti-Semitism, Alvin Rosenfeld, is a distinguished
member of LDB’s Academic Advisory Board. At Indiana University Bloomington, the
internationally distinguished scholar serves as the Director of Institute for the Study of
Contemporary Antisemitism and Professor of Jewish Studies and English.

Deciphering the New Antisemitism addresses the issue of anti-Semitism through a global
perspective as the essays examine how it molds into various forms in all parts of the
world. Published on November 24, 2015, the book is a part of the “Studies in
Antisemitism” series through the Indiana University Press. Publishers Weekly reports
that “this volume, rich in information, is not for the casual reader, but is recommended as
a valuable compilation of research and analysis that will help concerned readers track the
evolution of anti-Semitism and determine which trends are most worrisome.”

“People need to understand that ideological anti-Semitism is not just a subjective
viewpoint nor even just a form of bias but actually a profoundly pathological way of
seeing the world,” says LDB’s Marcus. “This builds on our other recent work
illuminating the nature of the new anti-Semitism and explaining how it can be addressed
through scholarship, education, law, and public policy.”

Other contributors to Rosenfeld’s volume on Deciphering the New Anti-Semitism
include Pascal Bruckner, Günther Jikeli, Elhanan Yakira, Doron Ben-Atar, Bruno
Chaouat, Mark Weitzman, Bernard Harrison, Matthias Küntzel, and Aleksandra
Gliszczynska-Grabias. Topics range from “Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia” to
“Holocaust Denial” to “Anti-Semitism and the Contemporary Left” and more.

Marcus’s key paper on “The Ideology of the New Anti-Semitism” explains how anti-
Zionism functions as the central aspect in a distorted vision, not only of the Jewish
people, but of the entire world. That is to say, ideological anti-Zionism, like its anti-
Semitic predecessors, provides a pathological means of understanding (or
misunderstanding) all of the world and its various misfortunes and not just one piece of it.



Other recent publications from Marcus include his new book, The Definition of Anti-
Semitism (New York: Oxford University Press: 2015), and a chapter in Cary Nelson and
Gabriel Noah Brahm Jr.’s edited volume, The Case Against Academic Boycotts of Israel
(MLA Members for Scholar’s Rights: 2014). Additionally, LDB and Trinity College
jointly published an Anti-Semitism Report, presenting the results from a national survey
of American Jewish college students which found that in one-half of the 2013-2014
academic year, over 50% of the over 1100 Jewish American college students polled had
experienced or witnesses anti-Semitism on their campus.
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About the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law: LDB is an
independent, unaffiliated, nonprofit corporation established to advance the civil and
human rights of the Jewish people and promote justice for all. LDB combats the
resurgence of anti-Semitism on college and university campus through research,
educational programs, and advocacy. It is not affiliated with the Massachusetts
University, the Kentucky law school, nor any of the other institutions that share the name
and honor the memory of the late U.S. Supreme Court justice.  For more information,
contact us at media@brandeiscenter.com, call Kenneth L. Marcus at (202) 559-9177, or
find us at our website (www.brandeiscenter.com).


